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Full Council Meeting – 28 June 2018 

 
Agenda Item CC1879/18  

 
Election Planning for 2019 

 
Introduction  
There will be a full Parish Council Election in May 2019.  This paper reviews some of the 
issues for Councillors to consider and make suggestions.  
 
Discussion 
There was a full Council election in May 2015 with the two new wards of Dickinsons and 
Durrants replacing the three former wards in Croxley Green.  
 
There were vacancies for eight parish Councillors in each ward.  In the event only twelve 
people were nominated and all were returned unopposed.  The four vacancies were filled by 
co-option in June 2015.  Since then a number of Councillors have retired for a number of 
reasons and the resulting casual vacancies have been filled by co-option.  In many cases 
more candidates have offered themselves than the number of vacancies.  
 
It would be highly desirable if sufficient suitable candidates offered themselves for election in 
May 2019 so that the residents could vote for their preferred candidates and the whole 
Council was directly elected from the start.  This would help us toward achieving the power 
of general competence.  Having spoken to some of the current councillors it is apparent that 
some of us are willing to stand again in 2019 whilst others are not intending to put their 
names forward.  
 
Several councillors have pointed out that the current Council does not reflect the wider 
population in Croxley Green as there are currently more men (14) than women (2) and many 
of us are significantly older than the average age of voters.  It would be desirable if we could 
encourage more women to stand as candidates, and if we could encourage some younger 
residents to stand, so that the Parish Council was more representative of the community.  
 
Experience shows that it is difficult to get people to volunteer to participate in a wide range of 
community activities simply by advertising.  In general it takes a more direct approach to 
people individually to encourage their interest and develop their involvement gradually, so 
that they can feel confident about taking on new responsibilities.  Also that any voluntary 
activity has to be rewarding for the individuals and be an enjoyable experience (it has to be 
fun).  
 
Recommendation 
 

 That the Council develops a programme to advertise the forthcoming elections, to 
encourage greater participation in the work of the Council, and to identify potential 
candidates for election in 2019.  

 
Cllr Andrew Gallagher 
19 June 2018  
 


