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MINUTES OF the 356th MONTHLY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
HELD Online using ZOOM secure video conference 

ON THURSDAY 25 MARCH 2021 
 

Present: Cllr Gallagher in the Chair Ryan Bennett – Clerk to the Council 
Amanda Gardiner – Administrative Officer 

James Townley – Grounds Maintenance Manager 

 Cllrs Benner, Cole, Crabtree, Hughes, Mitchell, Montague, Taylor, Tobin, 
Vassiliou, and Yeung 

Voting Members: 11 

Members of the Public: 2 

CC2171/21 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Birch, Kyriakou. 

CC2172/21 Declarations of Interests by Members 

The Chairman recommended that any declarations be made at the appropriate 
time. 

CC2173/21 Co-option of Two Councillors for Durrants Ward 

[In accordance with Standing Order 13.1.15 the meeting was suspended between 
20:03-20:06] 

 
The Chairman introduced this item and thanked the candidates for attending the 
meeting.  
  
The Clerk then read out the names of the candidates.  The candidates in 
attendance were Mr. Trevor Collingwood, Mr. Douglas Higgins, Ms. Naz Panju, Mr 
Guy Parks and Ms. Emma Whitmore.  
 
The Chairman then invited the candidates to speak for up to three minutes. Mr 
Collingwood, Mr Higgins, Ms Panju, Mr Parks and Ms Whitmore spoke for 3 
minutes.   
 
The Chairman then called for a proposer and seconder to proceed to co-opt two 
Councillors. 

Resolved: 

• That the co-option of two Councillors from those nominated is carried out 
using the documented co-option procedure that had been circulated to 
Councillors prior to the meeting. 

Resolved: 

• That Ms. Naz Panju and Ms. Emma Whitmore are co-opted. 

CC2174/21 Parish Matters 

The Clerk informed Members that a resident has contacted the Office about 
speeding on The Green.  It was recommended to raise it at the next Planning & 
Development Committee Meeting under Highways and Road Safety.  
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CC2175/21 Representations from the Public 

No representations were made. 

CC2176/21 Minutes 

The Minutes up for review were the Minutes of the 355th Monthly Meeting of the 
Council held on 28 January 2021. 

 
Resolved: 

• That the Minutes of the 355th Monthly Meeting of the Council held on 28 

January 2021 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

CC2177/21 Matters Arising 

Chairman asked if there was an update on the expected delivery date of the 
replacement works vehicle.  The Clerk informed Members that the replacement 
works vehicle should be delivered in September 2021 unless a vehicle becomes 
available earlier. 

CC2178/21 Committee Reports 

CC2178.1/21     Planning and Development Committee held on Thursday 7 and 
Tuesday 21 January, Thursday 4 and Tuesday 16 February 2021    

   Resolved:  

• That the Minutes of the Planning and Development Committee 
meeting held on Thursday 7 and Tuesday 21 January, 
Thursday 4 and Tuesday 16 February 2021 be adopted as a 
report of the meeting. 

CC2178.2/20     Any matters arising 

 There were no matters arising. 

CC2178.3/20     Leisure, Events & Environment Committee held on Tuesday 5 
January 2021 

 Resolved:  

• That the Minutes of the Leisure, Events & Environment 
Committee meeting held on Tuesday 5 January 2021 be 
adopted as a report of the meeting. 

CC2178.4/20 Any matters arising 

 There were no matters arising.   

CC2178.5/20   Finance and Administration Committee held on Thursday 17 
December 2020 

 Resolved: 

• That the Minutes of the Finance & Administration Committee of 
Thursday 17 December 2020 be adopted as a report of the 
meeting.  

CC2178.6/20 Any matters arising 

 There were no matters arising.   

CC2179/21 Clerk’s Report 
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The Clerk provided a summary of activities undertaken by the Parish Council office 
and Parish Rangers.  See report on Parish Council website. 

CC2180/21 Internal Audit Report (Interim) 2020/21 

The Clerk provided a verbal update on the Internal Audit Report. The Clerk was happy 
to report that the Auditor identified no issues of concern.  Members thanked the Clerk 
and the Administrative Office for ensuring accurate financial records were kept, 

resulting in a clean bill of health from the Auditors. 

CC2181/21 Consultation: National Planning Policy Framework and National Model 
Design Code 

The Clerk introduced the topic of the Council’s response (circulated before the 
meeting) to the Consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework and 
National Model Design Code.  Members requested 3 minor corrections and agreed 
for the Clerk to submit the response on behalf of Council. 

Resolved: 

• That Council agreed to respond to the consultation with the response 

outlined in Appendix 1. 

• That the Clerk will submit the response on behalf of Council. 

 

CC2182/21 Parish Council Charities 2021-22 

The Clerk introduced the topic of Council Charities 2021/22 and explained that due 
to lockdown, events that would have supported the charities have not taken place 
leading to a reduction in fund raising.  The Clerk asked Members for nominations 
for Council Charities 2021/22.  Members suggested Watford & Three Rivers 
Homestart, Herts Sunflower and Herts Mind Network.  Members agreed to support 
Herts Sunflower and Herts Mind Network as they have played a key role during 
Lockdown and will continue to do so as Lockdown is lifted. 

Resolved: 

• That Hertfordshire Mind Network & Herts Sunflower are chosen as 

Parish Council Charities until April 2022. 

CC2183/21 Office Building Replacement 

Cllr Tobin gave an update on the progress made by the Office Building 
Replacement Working Group to create an outline specification for what would be 
needed from any future council office space.  Members thanked Cllr Tobin and the 
working group for generating a comprehensive document and suggested including 
baby changing facilities.  Members agreed that the next step is to engage with an 
architect to draw up preparatory plans based on the specifications. 

Resolved: 

• That an architect is engaged for the first stage of the project up to a 

total cost of £2,000. 

CC2184/21 Parish Council Allotment 

Cllr Crabtree introduced the topic of the Parish Council Allotment.  It is proposed to 
expand the use of the Parish Council Allotment from just the pre-school group to a 
wider group of residents.  GP’s prescribe referrals for patients to work alongside 
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community groups in allotments and gardens to help with their mental wellbeing.  
The Parish Council allotment could be used to facilitate the wellbeing of a larger 
group of residents. 

Resolved: 

• That the use of the parish council allotment is expanded to more 
community groups and that necessary adjustments are made to 
accommodate them. 

CC2185/21 Croxley Green Parish Council Strategic Plan 

Cllr Cole introduced the topic of the Croxley Green Parish Council strategic plan 
and walked members through the extended version of the agreed high-level 
strategy.  The extended version expands on the strategic objectives to give 
examples of how the Council might deliver on its promises. 

Resolved: 

• That the detailed statement of the Council’s strategy is adopted. 

• That the Council’s website be updated to align with the new version. 
• That the document is reviewed at least once each year before the 

annual budgets are approved. 
 

CC2186/21 Earth Day 2021 

The Clerk introduced the topic of Earth Day 2021 and asked Cllr Hughes to 
elaborate.  ‘Green Croxley’ is a collaboration of representatives of all local schools 
and community members.  The group is aiming to raise awareness and act on 
environmental issues.  As part of Earth Day on 22 April 2021, Green Croxley have 
requested assistance from the Parish Council to run a Litter Pick event; create a 
video by the Parish Rangers to showcase their activities; provide funding to 
conduct a plastic survey and purchase environmental books for school libraries; 
set an environmental question for schools to answer; organise a video call with a 
Councillor for schools to provide their feedback to the environmental question.   

The Clerk confirmed that the Council can support the litter pick, supply a video by 
the Parish Rangers and assist with joining up a councillor with the schools during 
the week of Earth Day. 

Resolved: 

• That the council funds a plastic waste survey with up to 50 local families 
taking part at a cost of £500. 

• That the Council donates £100 to each school taking part in the Green 
Croxley initiative towards the cost of up-to-date environmental books. 

CC2187/21 Closure 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:39pm 

 


